Journal of Psychology and Health

2017, 1(1), 36-46

Cadlo g ouliily alxe
WaF (V) YE-f5

355,55 o> SCME byl dolidlow yy (SRl S S g ow)

NIETH

Evaluating Psychometric Characteristics of Soma Assessment Interview for

Soleimaninia, leila
Bahrami Ehsan, Hadi

ghorbani, nima

Abstract

This study was aimed to present and
evaluate psychometric characteristics of a
questionnaire that is to not only
comprehensive and easy to use, but also
have the potential to diagnose functional-
somatic symptoms among children for
research and epidemiology objectives.

In response to a call for research, 63
mother-child couples with children aged 5-7
years old volunteered to participate in the
study. Research tool was soma assessment
interview for children, which was conducted
in the form of a semi-structured interview
with mothers. Criterion-related validity of
the questionnaire was individually evaluated
by a psychiatric assessment.

The  reliability  coefficient —of the
questionnaire was approved acceptable with
0.89 for test-retest method and 0.92 for
Cohen’s Kappa coefficient. Criterion-related
validity of the questionnaire was calculated
0.59 through correlation between collected
data from questionnaire and psychiatric
assessment that fell in the approvable scoop.
Also, sensitivity and specifity of the
questionnaire  were 0.87 and 0.78
respectively, based on accuracy of true
positive and true negatives predictions in
diagnosis of children’s functional-somatic
symptoms.

According to the study results, the Persian
version of soma assessment interview for
children questionnaire is valid and reliable
for evaluating functional-somatic symptoms
among Iranian children of 5-7 years.
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