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Contributions of the home literacy environment before and after going to school to the elementary
school-aged children’s emerging literacy and language skills (for both Healthy and Dyslexia
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Abstract

The present study examined the relationship
between language and literacy activities at home in
the pre-school years with the emergence of reading
abilities in a sample of 152 elementary students at
the age of 9-12 years old. The sample consists of
both Students with and without Reading Difficulties
(RD). The family’s Socio-Economic Status (SES)
were the control variable. Home literacy
environment before and after going to school are
measured with a short Questionnaire. The students
are assessed on two lexical or semantic reading
tasks (word reading and word chains) and three
non-lexical or phonological reading tasks
(rhyming, reading for non-pseudo words and
phoneme deletion) with NAMA test. The children’s
response scores are analyzed and the hypotheses
are tested at 0.05 level of significance. The results
of ANOVA show that there are significant
differences in reading ability (in the whole tests)
between students with and without RD and students
of low and high SES. Main and interaction-effects
of student’s type and student’s gender on Home
literacy environment were examined by ANCOVA
showed that there are significant differences in
reading ability and Home literacy environment
components between students with and without RD
and students with different gender. Furthermore,
moderate to strong correlations were found
between children’s reading skills and the Home
literacy activities at home before and after going to
school. The correlation coefficients seen between
Home Literacy environment before going to school
and reading skills were more than the ones of
Home Literacy Environment after going to school.

Keywords: Home Literacy Environment,
Reading Skills, Nama Test, Dyslexia
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